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The pitfalls of DIY

“Most people believe that where there is

no Will, the Intestacy Rules ensure that the

surviving spouse, or Civil Partner, inherits

everything. This is not the case.”

Also inside this issue:

Who is a Notary?

It’ll be alright on the night
– introducing Mrinalini

Web makeover

Meet Kuldip

Increasingly, the Government and consumer

organisations encourage us to cut out the middleman by

doing much official business ourselves instead of using

professionals such as solicitors. They argue that this cuts

costs, is more efficient and, as so much is seen as

‘process’, does not require technical knowledge.  

This is becoming increasingly the case in Probate work

where we see many people opting to make personal

Probate applications.

But is this really true? 

A quick canvass of the solicitors in the Ottaways’ private client department

produced at least eleven technical aspects of Probate work which could trip up

a personal applicant leading to future difficulties and the need to engage a

professional later to sort things out. 

Inside this issue, we focus on just two examples: the transferable Nil Rate Band

(NRB) for Inheritance Tax purposes and the issues around Intestacy.
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